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2002-03 Efforts - DNR efforts in the southeastern counties of Waukesha, Walworth, Milwaukee, Kenosha and
Racine during the fall and winter of 2002-03 concentrated on the collection of samples as part of our statewide
surveillance effort for the CWD. The table below shows the number of samples collected during this time period, as
well as, during this past fall and winter.

Number of Deer Sampled &
Positive Cases Detected through 3/31/04

2002-03 2003-04
Number of

CWD+ Deer

Waukesha 101 168 0

Walworth 129 370 2

Milwaukee 37 16 0

Kenosha 27 37 1

Racine 20 43 0
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4.) Adult deer killed in vehicle collisions were collected and sampled.   A personal service contract was initiated
with the Walworth and Kenosha County Car-Kill-Deer (CKD) contractor.  The personal service contract was for
payment of $7.50 for each adult deer head and completed CWD data sheets turned in to the Department.  A contract
was signed in early February of 2004 and yielded 12 adult deer. The Village of Fontana also collected 8 CKD under
their SCP authority.  Department staff collected additional 27 CKD in Milwaukee (2), Racine (1), Kenosha (5),
Waukesha (8) and Walworth (11) Counties.

The following table summarizes the data from the deer removed through DNR sharp shooting and live-trapping
operations:

Summary of 2003-04 Winter Deer Collection Efforts

Bucks Does Fawns Total
Shoot Trap Shoot Trap Shoot Trap Shoot Trap

Walworth 5 1 41 7 7 15 53 23
Kenosha 4 0 9 0 9 0 22 0
Racine 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0
Totals 9 1 51 7 16 15 76 23

Winter surveillance costs are estimated at about $31,000 and includes costs associated with staff time, mileage, and
supplies.  Approximately, 500 hours of DNR staff time was used at an average salary cost of $20/hour.

Data collection/Carcass disposal - Only the heads from adult deer were collected for samples.  Each deer was
marked with a unique bar-coded disk on the rear leg and the ear.  The disk’s bar code corresponded to a data sheet
that was used to collect precise information on the location of the deer kill, date of kill, and sex and age of the deer.
These unique bar codes were used to inventory and track the deer samples, report the lab results for each individual
animal, and report the CWD result – negative or positive to the biologist, landowners and the public.

Deer carcasses were temporarily stored in a refrigerated trailer at Turtle Valley Wildlife Area.  As test results were
returned, the carcasses were sorted.  All negative test carcasses were provided to Valley of the Kings , a sanctuary
for large cats to be used for feed.  The second positive deer carcass was sent to DNR's Black Earth processing lab
for additional tissue extraction and then was disposed of at the UW-Veterinary Diagnostic Lab using approved
procedures.  The first positive deer carcass collected was disposed of in land-fill, since the Fontana area was not
known to have CWD + deer at the time of that collection.

2004 – 05 CWD Management Plans – Based on the cluster of CWD positive deer found in Rock County and the
second CWD positive deer taken in Fontana, a Disease Eradication Zone (DEZ) is proposed for southwestern
Walworth County.  A Herd Reduction Zone (HRZ) is proposed for the remainder of Walworth, southern Waukesha,
western Racine and Kenosha Counties. Within these zones, longer hunting seasons are proposed to increase the deer
harvest and reduce the deer herd.   Public hearings were held in mid March on the proposed CWD rules to regulate
hunting in these areas for the 2004 season.  The Natural Resources Board (NRB) approved this proposal at their
April meeting.  Following NRB approval the rules must also be approved by the legislative review committees.

We will continue to place a high priority on collecting samples along the Illinois border to better understand the
distribution of the disease.  The primary sampling method will be securing deer from hunters during the approved
HRZ and DEZ season frameworks.  Head depots contracts will be established to provide a convenient method for
hunters to have their deer sampled.  Citizens who see sick or injured deer can report them to the Department of
Natural Resources and we will attempt to collect them for sampling to better define the CWD status of the area.

Want to learn more? - There are several ways to stay up to date on CWD activities and information for southeast
Wisconsin.  Our CWD web site can be found at www.dnr.wi.gov.  This web site contains all the available testing
information, maps and documents for Chronic Wasting Disease for our state.  We also have a special local CWD
phone line (262-740-2070) for southern Walworth County residents.  Citizens can call and leave a message if they
have questions or want someone from the Department to call them back.  Residents from northern Walworth and
Waukesha Counties can contact Area Wildlife Supervisor Tami Ryan at (262-574-2120) and residents from
Milwaukee, Racine or Kenosha Counties can contact Wildlife Biologist Marty Johnson at 262-884-2391.

http://www.dnr.wi.gov/

